 Running head: The Effects of Technology on English Language Learners                  1

The Effects of Technology on English Language Learners                                       2














The Effects of Technology on English Language Learners
[bookmark: _GoBack]Name
Institution


The Effects of Technology on English Language Learners
Linguistics is a scientific study that focusses on language and its structure it also involves the study of syntax, phonetics and grammar. Linguistics has various branches such as; dialectology, sociolinguistics, computational linguistics, psycholinguistics, structural and comparative linguistics. Technology has affected English learning both negatively and positively.
It is important to understand that, teaching English as the second language has been given a high priority though there are many challenges that the educators are facing. The continual change of the classroom environment possesses a great challenge to the educators especially where the educators have to deal with a large population of students who are taking English as their second language with high transient rates. It is important to understand that, student learning English as their second language require immense language support system. The language support is of utmost important where language acquisition for student is concerned. Students learning English as their second language must have a wide range of experience. They should be also be provided with opportunities where they can speak, hear, read and write in English. 
Computers have played a significant role in offering English students with vast language experiences when learning the new language. Computers help the students get additional opportunities when leaning English language, which goes beyond the normal instructions offered in a classroom setup. Once these opportunities are combined with those activities that the student can do at home with the help of other family members, the students learning English will have rich learning experience of the language. 
The computer assisted instruction is an important tool that supplements teaching for English language students. This tool can also be extended to home producing a strong school-home relationship. 
Verbal Interaction
Liaw (1997) suggests that, the teachers ought to provide their English students with a language-rich environment where the students have a constant engagement in language activities. The students should interact with each other which facilitates learning through communication. Computer are the best tools when offering this kind of learning environment. The computer is the best tool for increasing verbal exchange. 
Liaw (1997) further investigated that the computer books help in increasing the students’ verbal interaction. The computer books are interactive stories which appear on the screen of the computer as actual books with illustrations and text. The computers have a wide variety of interactive choices where students can utilize when reading the story. These choices include real loud voices, sound and music effects. The computer can also highlight the text when reading aloud so that reader is able to follow along. This mode of learning help the students to engage in varied modes of language functions as they try to accomplish their reading when using computer books. The computer books greatly improves the students’ command of language. Liaw (1997) observed the verbal interaction and the utilization of various language functions used by English language students can effectively be facilitated through the utilization of the computer. Computer books sharpens the language development of the students through the provision of verbal interaction. The utilization of computer supplements the traditional curriculum through the promotion of verbal communication and English acquisition. 
Vocabulary Development
One of the most important ways of using computers for English language students is to teach English vocabularies. Kang and Dennis (1995) argue that vocabulary learning should not be treated as learning of isolated facts, doing so may not promote real knowledge of vocabulary. It is also important for English students to learn vocabulary in context, as well as, with visual clues to assist them understand. Computers help in offering the most needed contextual environment for English language learners. 
The computer also provides the students with a one-on-one environment helping the students become active learners. Utilization of computers to learners also incorporates numerous learning strategies and also accommodate various styles of learning.  According to Kang and Dennis (1995), contextual approach is among the most effective ways of teaching English language to students since it promotes long-term memory of vocabulary. Therefore, computers have played a significant role in making the learning process more effective.
Reading
Technology have been used in numerous way in the improvement of the reading ability of the students. It is important to understand that the simplest reading texts also happens to be most primary in content. Computers, on the other hand, have helped in increasing the interest levels of these texts making the text readable to English language learners while still keeping the text easy and simple to read. 
Another added advantage using computer for reading instruction is the fact that, the computer provides the English language learners with an instant feedback on performance. They also provide the learners with extra practice if required. An observation by Case and Truscott (1999) indicate that, computers have greatly helped the students in improving their fluency, sight word vocabulary, as well as, comprehension. Instructions that are computer based give room for increased interaction in regards to individual needs, texts, and added independence in terms of their capacity to read texts. Technology has also played an important role in improving the involvement of parents in their children education. 
The involvement of parents also improves the literacy of the parents. The presence of games and software offer many interesting opportunities to learners for the literacy skills practice. There are various software packages that help the English Language Learners to improve grammar, sight word vocabulary, and spelling, as well as, phonics skills. It important to understand that for English as second language students, all language experience are extremely vital to assist them in their capacity to read.
Writing
Computer can help English language learners improve their writing skills just as it is the case in vocabulary development. According to Lewis (1997), he recommends that the beginning learner’s composition ought to be a guided activity to prevent the English language learners from being frustrated. It is important to understand that, it is extremely difficult to write paragraphs in unfamiliar language. Computers make the process of writing more enjoyable through the utilization of graphics. The utilization of computer clip art also assist the learners articulate their intended information clearly. 
Trench (1996) discovered that the utilization of electronic mail significantly supplements the classroom curriculum. He noted that, the electronic mail motivated the students. Another benefit of using the electronic mail is the from the fact that, it has the scrolling feature allowing the English Language learners to view the messages sent to them while using its structure as a response creating model. The scrolling feature also gives the students the platform to revise and edit their work. The main advantage of using the electronic mail as a language learning activity is the fact that students engage using authentic text and meaningful languages. 
Lewis (1997) states that, computers help in reinforce and demonstrate grammar skills. The educators can direct the learners to highlight precise parts of speech such as verbs and nouns in their entire writing with the help of computers. The computers give students a variety of highlighting options such as italicizing, underlining, altering the color, type or font size. The utilization computer as a medium for study motivates the English language learners when studying grammar as opposed to using pencils for writing. 
A Home Connection
The main objectives of utilizing computer-aided instruction for English Language learners is that it offers the student with addition opportunities to practice and learn English. Computer-aided instruction is an extremely important tool for learning English language. It is important to understand that in order for the English Language learners to have proficiency in English, the students must be given ample opportunity to practice using language. Therefore, the students must be encouraged to practice learning English language outside of school, more so, at home. The parents should use the available resources at home especially computers to help their children with language development. 
Disadvantages of using technology for English language learners
It is important to understand that computer usage as a medium of English language study has both the negative and the positive side. It is important to understand that usage of computer increases the learner’s amount of sedentary while at the same time decreasing the students’ amount of active time. It is worth noting that physical activities always keep the students mind focused and active; therefore, it is of great importance for English language learners to be physically involved during learning. The increment of technology usage for students have greatly neglected the physical aspect of learning. 
Technology has played a significant role of opening opportunities and easy access to people throughout the world but the main problem with this is that the virtual world mostly closes door to the encounters of the real-world. Technology has improved the long-distance communication opportunities where students can interact freely with their friends from all over the world and, on the other hand, reducing their capacity to proficiently communicate on a face-to-face encounters (Cradler, 1992). This setup puts the students at a disadvantage since they fail to learn some important social skills. The students who are mainly affected by this are English as second language students because it is essential for them to experience face-to-face encounter in order to gain proficiency on unspoken social rules and social nuances. 
There is an excessive usage of short snippets of information and shortened word forms on the social networking sites such as Twitter and Facebook. These sites are not doing any good especially to students who are learning English as the second language. The programs used have not been designed with an academic setting. The problem is that, most students regularly visit these sites. The social networking sites are negatively changing the way students write and read. The usage of these sites has negatively affected the education sector, especially the English language students. The utilization of classroom educational technology promotes short reading pieces which negatively affects the students’ capacity to read long writing pieces. It is safe to say that the attention spans of students is tremendously decreasing as the world rely more on teaching materials that are technology-enhanced. 
It is worth noting that, the positive effects has resulted from some common components. The educators should be empowered to understand various methods and strategies to integrate technology in their English classroom. Educators should have access to technology for their planning. In order to successfully integrate computers as medium of English of study, technical assistance should be provided for both the students and the educators. Both the students and the educators should be engaged in a long-term and ongoing staff development in order to support the utilization of technology in learning English. 
Students Outcome
Technology effectiveness tend to contrast between instructional strategy brought by the technology and a function of the curriculum content. The integration of telecommunications and technology have affected the study of English language in a number of ways. 
One of the main effects of technology as a medium of study is the fact that it increases the students’ performance in an event where interactivity is prominent. Use of technology in classrooms increases interactivity opportunities with instructional programs. Multiple technologies (computer, video, and telecommunications) as a medium of study makes the technology use in class more effective. It is also important to understand that unlike the normal class setup, use of technology helps in improving the confidence and attitude of the students. Students learning English as the second language could feel intimidated to interact with others but interaction with computers boosts their confidence. 
Another advantage of using technology as a medium of study is the fact that, computers offers the students with instructional opportunities that otherwise not available on traditional classroom setup. Technology helps in increasing openings for students-constructed learning. Unlike the normal text book learning, use of computers as medium of study for English language learners increases the learners’ collaboration on various English language projects. 
Inclusion of technology in education increases mastery of work force and vocational skills. Technology have significantly helped English language learners when it comes to problem solving skills. Computers give the English language students enough practice from grammar, spelling and vocabulary increasing their proficiency in solving language problems. Technology has also helped in the improvement writing skills and necessary writing attitudes regarding writing. Telecommunications have helped students in improving writing skills. Technology has helped English language learners with good grammar and vocabulary a skills that prepares them for their future vocations and careers. 
Educator Outcomes
Research has shown that, there are many benefits of technology teaching with an obvious change from the direct traditional approaches to the current student-centered approach. The educator-usage of technology results in more emphasis on instructions that are individualized. Technology creates more time for teacher-student engagement. Unlike the traditional ways of teaching, the utilization of computers as a medium of study offer the educators enough time to advise their students on a one-to-one basis. Technology has eradicated monotony that was present in the traditional classroom setup and in its place has made teaching more interesting to both the educators and the students. 
The educators are know more equipped with important teaching skills since they are now interested in experimenting with the evolving technology. The technology has helped in increasing teachers and administrators’ productivity. Technology has eased communication between people in the world, as such, the educators can easily communicate with other teachers around the globe a factor that helps in increasing collaborations and planning with their colleagues on matters concerning English language. 
Technology has also played an important role in terms revising and rethinking of instructional and curriculum strategies. The strategies have greatly helped in making the English as second language learners easily grasp unfamiliar language. Technology has increased participation of restructuring efforts in schools and district. Technology has helped English language learners thrive in this subject because there exists good administration and teacher communication with parents where the teachers are able to explain the progress of their students. There has also been improved communication between the teachers and the students where teachers can attend to their students’ individual English language needs.
Features of effective learning technologies
Technology has significantly helped English as second language students to understand English. Educational technology developers have come up with programs that are user friendly for students. Some of the elements of these programs include difficulty in immediate adjustment of task in relation to the learners’ responses. The programs has greatly helped especially the English as second language due to instant feedback regarding the correctness of responses. This program help students to research for better responses after obtaining the feedback. 
The programs ease of usage by both the teachers and students make the students more equipped with English language skills since the student can navigate through the program when doing their own language practice. It is easier for student to grasp more when using the educational technology programs as opposed to the case of text books due to the fact that there is constant interest and use by the students. Traditional classrooms or text books are disadvantaged when it comes tasks simulations. Technology help different students acquire the required language proficiency by coming up with individualized problem solving opportunities. These technological programs also possess built-in procedures and assessments to matched technology resources with students’ needs.
Therefore, it is safe to say that technology has significantly increased the performance of English language learners when significant features of interactivity and other instructional designs are put to use. In order for the student to gain the expected success the technology being used must be of high quality, as such, technical assistance, and teachers preparation are among the most important prerequisite for operative technology applications. Planned technological integration in education which directly includes teachers consistently gives room for teachers’ to engage learners in a productive educational experiences. 
This experiences permits extra time for individualized instructional opportunities. Workable technology application that will support education comprises of re-planning and careful review of school-level and classroom program. Teachers must always be involved when developing such applications since they understand the main problem that the English as second language students face, in comparison to the English as native language students. The problems faced by the two sets of students vary significantly and their mode of teaching must also vary. 
In conclusion, although the use of technology as the main medium of study have its negative and positive aspects, the positive aspects of technology usage out do the negative. The inclusion of important educational technological programs have greatly helped students gain proficiency in English language. These programs make classes more interesting unlike the traditional classroom setup.          
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